VOL. IV. 


The AthenianM 


5 - ‘. Pili ei > ~— eaten. ‘st es ee 
: aga i SS" =p ss une > : 
< a a * 
. ry au ‘ 3 pai % ai 


‘ 
SA 643 an lA Loe} 
> i ° - . 
“\ if at Os oi ft. 


\ 


Queft. 1. YeNto what Place does the Soul of 

Man _ go immediately after its 
departure ont of the Body, feeing it does nor go 
into its full fruition of Happine{s or Mifery ? 

Anfw. We are miftaken if this Queftion 
has not been before partly anfwer’d, and 
here once for all, we defire Gentlemen be- 
fore they fend any Queries hither,that they'd 
be at the pains to confule our /ndexes, and 
fee whether they are not already an{wer'd, 
whereby they’d oftentimes fave themfelves 
and us fome trouble, and not take it ill chat 
we don't aétum agere. —~ To this we anfwer 
in fhort that the Sguls of Z/l-Men, who by the 
by are very Catachreftically faid to enjoy 
Mifery ) are in the power of the Devils, 
who when they die, are faid to reguire their 
Souls of "em; and where thofe Devils are 
has been above difcuft and clear’d, not out 
of Fancy but evident Scriptures : As forthe 
Souls of Good men, they are immediately af- 
ter their feparation invery good Company, in 
the care of thofe Angels who carry ‘em into 
Paradife, or Abrabam’s Bofom. But where 
or what that is we'll not now difcufs, not 
being willing at prefent to venture on any 
more Paradoxes. 

Quett. 2. Whether there is _a Ceffation of 
Mens Torments and Happinefs at the Day of 
Judgment fill both their Sentences are pronoun- 
ced by God? 

Anfw. The Queftion feems to fuppofe the 
wicked tobe atually ina local Hell before the 
Day of Fudgment as well as the Godly in Hea- 
ven,both which,perhaps,are more commonly 
& eafily {aid than made good.We believe the 
greateft Torments of wicked Men before 
the Day of Judgment,and thofe bad enough, 
will be their own Con/ciences, and that Com- 
pany they are condemn’d to: Which Tor- 
ments will be both augmented inftead of 
their ceafing, at the Day of Judgment, the 
firft by having all their Faults again repre- 
{ented both to chem and all the World, the 
fecond by being Eternally confined by an ir- 
reverfible doom to thofe Jxfernal Prifons pre- 
pared for the Devil and his Angels— And 
for the contrary Reafons the Foy of the Saints 
muft needs be at the fame time highly aug- 
mented. 

Quett. 3. Whether it were lawful for Lot’s 
two Daughters to gO into their Father ? 

Anfw, This Queftion wou'd feem almoft 
ridiculous, had not Learned Men obferv’d 
that the Jews go about to excufe ’em in this 
inatter — by Reacing for ‘em that i 
thought all che World befides was deftroy'd, 
from their Expreflion — “‘ There is not a 
Man on Earthto come in unto us— and be- 

fides that they expeéted to be the Mothers 
of the Meffias— both which we think’ ve- 
ry frivolous excufes. For the laft, we que- 


See ¥ 
: ts se & 5 tog 
* *e i + . . - 
A : J tek * P 4 
; 
‘ss sti , 
a a 


ftion whether there were then any fuch  ex- 
pectation. at leaft buc.a very implicite one: 
For the firft, they muft-have been filly in- 
deed to think there were no Men in the 
World befides thofe of Sodom and Gomorra— 
for both neither wou’d be an available ex- 
cufe, but borli of ’em guilty of the higheft 
and moft abominable Inceit. 

Quelt. 4. Whether in your Opinion are the 
beft Chriftians, they that live precife and cir- 
cum/peét in all outward appearance, boafting: of 
Holine/s of Life, and of their great Knowledge 
of Fefus Chrift, and have great confidence of 
their Eleétion and Predejiination, but in their 
Dealings in the World are Subtie and Crafty, 
Griping and Over-reaching al they deal with s 
and in their Behaviour Hafty and Morofe, ea- 
fily mov'd and hard to be pacified; or they thae 
live more loofein the World, freer to keep Com- 
pany, and fometimes may take Gods Name in 
vain, yet of a downright plain way of dealing, 
cautious of defrauding any, and honeft in all 
their Morals, ferving God to the beft of their 
frail Abilities, vot prefuming on their own good 
Works, but hoping the beft through the Merits of 
Chrift ? 

Anfw. A fair divifion of the World, and 
we doubt an over-true one. into Pharifees and 
Sadduces-— butour Saviour was neither. For 
the former fort, undoubtedly Pride is the 
very darling Sin of the Devil, and we be- 
lieve he’s more fure of a proud cenforious 
Man, who is guilty of Spiritual Sins, thanof 
the loudeft Rake hell in the World, for 
the larrer has feldom fo entirely rooted out 
the Principles of Confcience and Reafon, 
but that he fometimes thinks he-ought to do 
berrer, and therefore there’s even fome pro- 
babiliry of his Repentance, whereas the o- 
ther is (hut up from all hopes of Reformati- 
on and Amendment while he thinks he’s al- 
ready fo good ’tis impoffible he thou’d be 
better. The Principle of the one is, “ Zo 
love God and hate his Neighbour, of the other 
“to love God without keeping his Commands 
ments, inboth which they are damnably mi- 
fiaken ; for they mauft either cake Religion 
all cogether . or elfe lec ic all alone. The 
mifchiefis chat both fides initead of looking 
at home, makeit their bufinefs to find faules 
abroad, and rather rail at others than mend 
themfelves, foro’ Cother fide that Man muft 
not pretend, to’ be a Chriftian, nay not as 
far advanced asa Moral Heathen, who 
makes nothing of the Religion of an Oath, 
nor {pares to abufe, that en and 
Name by which he is call’d intaking it co 
witnefs in every mean filly frivolous matter, 
nor muft.he deceive himfelf and chin} 
Chriftian Faith and Heathen Life, will. 
him meerly for faying Lord have mercy upon 
me, or the French King who wees 
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in the conftant breach of two 

i third Command,the fixth, 

eighth, ninth and all, by rath 

aths and Intemperate Living. In a 

we with they'd once reform them- 

and let one another alone, fince they 

e’rie fo bad that we know not which is 

the beter, but pray God to mend ‘em both, 

which we think they have fo much need 

of. 


We having received a very remarkable 
Letter relating to the defired Reformation, 
wherein are matters of very great concern to 


the publick, think fit to publifh it for the 
mott art in the fame words we receivd it, 


as well as the Queftions following. The 
Letter bears this Sence. 


SIR 

One who has the Charatter of a Religiows 
Perfon is fufpetted by his Neighbours to be con- 
cerned in the Bufine{s of the Reformation, and 
thereupon reprefented by bis Enemies as an ih 
Man, and abafe hypocritical Fellow, and others 
who are willing to entertain amore favourable 
Opinion of him, fay theyll not believe it that 
being a good Man,as they charitably [uppofe him, 
he'd be guilty of any thing of that Nature. 
— Others fay — they wonder Mr.—- who 
lives well and in good repute, fhou'd undertake 
Jach a thing, there being Rogues enough to make 
Informers of, Sc. And this is not the Dif- 
courfe of meaner Perfons only, but even of Pa- 
rifh Officers, and fuch as are {worn to put the 
Laws in Execution againft Vice : Others repre- 
fent him as a Bufie-body, faying’tis the bufine/s 
of Officers, and not private Perfons. — On the 
whole pray anfwer the following Queftions rela- 
ting to this Matter. 


Queft. 5. Whether the being an Informer 
againft Vice be confonant with a Chriftian Pro- 
feffion? 

» 6. Whether fuch an Informer may 
juttly be call’d a Bufie-body, fince he does no 
more than his Duty ? 

Anfw. For a Reply to both thefe we re- 
fer the Reader to our large Paper formerly 
publifhed concer this Reformation — 
and fo go on to thole that follow. 

Quel. 7. That the World may be fatisfied 


that amie | profit is noe the caufe of {ach In- 


formations, 1 defire youd tell us what Benefit 
thofe Perfons get who inform againft profane 
Swearing, Curfing, Drunkennefs, &c. 
Anfw. This is already done plainly 
rel Joeet of Paper Loenecietes ince py 
for that purpote. But an Infallible 
Not to be in this 
‘the Law allows, and et it be 
WwW it 
io the Poor, and then malice it felt can’r 


it upon you. 
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Queft. 8. What that Perfon may expet ob; 
having been punifhed for oles Stomen 
endeavour asmuch as be can to ruin that Per. 
fon be /u/petts to be rhe caufe of bis Punifhment, 
ag threatens to fqueeze his Sonl from his 
Body? 

Anfw, ’Tis no great wonder that one w 
deals fo il with God himfelf, thou’d have i 
little refpect for Aten, nay for the Magi. 
ftrate, who bears the Sword to punith Vice ; 
Nor is it any great wonder, when all man. 
ner of Vice has been fo long Rampant, the 
Devil fhould be fo unwilling to leave thofe 
Wretches whom he has fo long poffe/s’d, nor 
ist to be thought he’ll e’re do it withour 
tearing em and making ‘em fome at the 
Mouth for a Farewel. For this Wretch who 
is fo far from being amended by wholefom 
Punifhments that he’s only the worfe for’, 
it’s a fign he wants a great deal more than he 
has yet had,and deferves to be made as Exem. 
plary in punifhment as his Fault has beep, 
norder to which we defire his Name and 
Habitation may be fent hither, which if’tis 
done, perhaps he may find there are greater 
og will appear againft him than he ex- 

, in the Caufe of Vertue and Reli- 


gion. 

Queft. 9. What muft thofe Parifh Officers 
expect, who being Sworn to perform their Duy- 
ties do notwith{tanding return the Money levy d 
upon Offenders againjt the late Order of Seffions, 
to the Perfons offending, whereas it ought to be 
given to the Poor ? 

Anfw. ’Tis pity but they fhou’d be betrer 
known, and then they mig expect fome- 
thing like their Deferts— but in the mean 
time fhou’d they efcape publick Juftice, they 
muft expe& the Vengeance of God upon ’em, 
for wilfully and fhamefully negle@ing their 
Duties, for abufing their Places, and for the 
wortt and moft ee Perjuries, when 
inftead of difcouraging Vice they go {o far 
to ftrengthen and defend it— and befides 
all this, they'll have the Souls of thofe ut- 
happy Men to anfwer for whom they have 
encouraged to perfift in their wickednefs by 
granting ‘em as far as they could, impuni 
in it— and this their own Confciences wi 
tell "em louder than we, when they them- 
felves come to be Criminals at the Bar of the 
Almighty— which if they'd in earneft con- 
fider, we hope they'd feverely repent any 
fuch a@ions, and for the future avoid’em. 

Queft. 10. What foall we think, of tha 
Mans Religion who has formerly had bis 
Goods Seiz d for being at a Diffenters Mett- 
ing, and lately bad them Seiz'd again for 
Swearing ? 

Anfw. We won't be fo uncharitable to 
fay as fome wou'd, that the common Pro- 
verb is croft, and here’s one will Swear 

Lie to— but we mutt obferve firft, 
that there are Knaves of all fides, and then 
that ten to one the Seizing his Goods for- 
merly for peeing, only made him a Hype- 
crite inftead of Converting him, 
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